Santa Barbara Citizens' Council on Crime
H. Thomas Guerry Awards Program
2011 Nomination Form

Submitted by (Agency):

Santa Barbara County Sheriffs Office

Category of Award (Please check one of the following)

D

H. Thomas Guerry Award for Valor

[;g] Superior Performance
(Includes Skill in Conflict Resolution)

The following qualifications should be given consideration in your decision:
1. General superiority as a law enforcement officer
2. Specific act(s) of heroism
3. Humanitarian service (on or off duty)
4. Other outstanding considerations
A. NAME OF NOMINEE:
Sheriff's Sergeant Erik Raney, Sheriff Deputies Charles
Anderson, Brice Bruening, Ruben Cintron III, and Robert Samaniego
B. RANK OF NOMINEE:

See above listings

C. PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:
Sheriff's Sergeant Erik Raney, Sheriff's Deputies Charles Anderson, Brice Bruening,
Ruben Cintron III, and Robert Samaniego were assigned to work North County
Operations Division, Santa Ynez Valley Station at the time of the incident. Sergeant
Raney was the supervisor in charge of this squad.
Prior Law Enforcement Experience: (If applicable)
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D. GENERAL STATEMENT ABOUT QUALIFICATIONS FOR NOMINATION:
Sheriff's Sergeant Erik Raney, Sheriff Deputies Charles Anderson, Brice Bruening,
Ruben Cintron III, and Robert Samaniego displayed courage and self-discipline in the
face of a deadly-force confrontation. Their professional and decisive actions protected
the suspect, who was armed with a large martial arts sword, from harming himself or
others. With skillful teamwork, they took the suspect into custody and brought this
highly volatile situation to a peaceful resolution.
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E. SPECIFIC ILLUSTRATIONS:
On May 15, 2010, deputies were advised of a domestic disturbance at a Santa Ynez
residence. Sergeant Raney and Deputies Anderson and Bruening responded to the call.
They learned the suspect had assaulted his wife and was sitting on the porch of his
residence. He had an outstanding warrant for his arrest and prior law enforcement
contacts for alcohol and narcotic abuse. As deputies approached the suspect and called
his name, he yelled, "That's far enough." He reached down and armed himself with a
large, straight martial arts sword, raising it above his head in a threatening manner.
Deputies Cintron and Samaniego arrived to assist. The deputies spent the next 40
minutes attempting to get the suspect to put the sword down and comply with their
commands. His actions led deputies to believe he was under the influence of a controlled
substance and possibly suffering from a mental illness. He told them the only way he
was leaving was in an ambulance or dead. He complained he had lost his job, was being
kicked out of his house, and did not want to go back to jail. At one point, he used the
sword to cut himself and attempted to impale the blade into his own chest.
Each deputy played an important role during the standoff. Deputy Anderson
role as negotiator, maintaining a constant dialogue.
Sergeant Raney and
Bruening maintained lethal cover. Deputies Cintron and Samaniego transitioned
less than lethal coverage and lethal coverage based on the suspect's actions.
Samaniego also coordinated the response of assisting deputies, and with Deputy
coordinated the clearing of houses and roadways along the line of fire.
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A plan was devised to take the suspect into custody wherein Deputy Cintron would use
the bean bag shotgun to distract and/or knock the suspect to the ground. When the
suspect saw the shotgun, he stepped up to the porch railing and challenged deputies to
shoot him. Deputy Cintron fired three bean bag rounds, hitting the suspect with two
rounds in the chest, with little effect. The third round hit him in the side causing him to
turn. This allowed Deputies Anderson and Samaniego to get close enough to use their
Tasers while Sergeant Raney and Deputy Bruening kept cover. The combination of the
bean bag rounds and Taser hits finally brought the suspect to the ground. The deputies
took him into custody without further incident or harm.
Subsequent investigation
revealed the suspect had battered his wife and then brandished the sword at his brother
who had attempted to intervene.
Sergeant Erik Raney, Deputies Charles Anderson, Brice Bruening, Ruben Cintron III,
and Robert Samaniego displayed outstanding teamwork, resolve, and discipline in the
face of a deadly-force confrontation. Their collaborative actions protected the suspect
from harming himself or others and brought this highly volatile situation to a peaceful
resolution.
Nominated by:

BILL BROWN

Title:

Sheriff - Coroner

Date:

April 11, 2011
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