Santa Barbara Citizens' Council on Crime
H. Thomas Guerry Awards Program
2011 Nomination Form
Submitted by (Agency):
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Category of Award (Please check one of the following)
o

H. Thomas Guerry Award for Valor

)it Superior Performance
(Includes Skill in Conflict Resolution)

The following qualifications should be given consideration in your decision:
1.
2.
3.
4.

General superiority as a law enforcement officer
Specific act(s) of heroism
Humanitarian service (on or off duty)
Other outstanding considerations

A.

NAME OF NOMINEE:

B.

RANK OF NOMINEE:

C.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:
Current Assignment:
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Prior Law Enforcement Experience: (If applicable)
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D. GENERAL STATEMENT ABOUT QUALIFICATIONS

FOR NOMINATION:

In 20 10, the Santa Barbara Area office of the California Highway Patrol achieved a record
low number of fatal collisions (three) on the County roads, State Routes and freeways within
its jurisdiction. In addition, collisions caused by DUI drivers decreased 27% as compared to
2009. These accomplishments were attained in large part to the efforts of Officer Steven
Geraurd, who routinely led the graveyard shift in removing DUI drivers from the road before
they could be the cause of property damage, injury or fatal collisions.
E. SPECIFIC ILLUSTRATION:
The core mission of the California Highway Patrol is to provide the highest level of safety
service and security to the people of California through five Departmental goals. Of those
five goals, goal number one is to prevent property damage, injury and loss of life caused by
traffic collisions. The CHP places emphasis on the importance of reducing such incidents by
pro actively patrolling our roadways and removing impaired drivers, and Officer Steven
Geraurd is a shining example of our commitment to saving lives.
Officer Geraurd reported to the Santa Barbara office after graduating from the CHP
Academy in May of 2009. A former Army Ranger sergeant, he served our country during
five combat rotations in Iraq and Afghanistan. As would be expected, he immediately
demonstrated his understanding of, and commitment to, the CHP mission.
In 2010, Officer Geraurd made 56 DUI arrests working his shift of preference, the graveyard
shift, on the weekends, where the majority of our DUI-related collisions routinely occur.
Astonishingly, all but five of those DUI arrests, 91%, were made before those drivers had the
opportunity to cause collisions - thus preventing irreparable damage to people or property.
In fact, ofthe 103 DUI arrests made by Officer Geraurd and his partner in 2010, only nine
were involved in collisions. A few examples to illustrate exactly how his efforts potentially
saved the lives of innocent victims include his arrest of a 17 year old with a blood alcohol
content (BAC) of .29, the arrest of a driver with a BAC of.21 who was speeding and
following dangerously close to the vehicle ahead, and his apprehension of a DUI driver from
a "be on the lookout" (BOL) call which resulted in the arrest of a driver (.22 BAC) whose
license had been revoked for multiple prior DUI arrests. To further develop his DUI skills,
Officer Geraurd also completed his certification as a Drug Recognition Expert last year.
The dedicated efforts of Officer Geraurd in 2010 undoubtedly reduced collisions and saved
lives. On behalf of the Santa Barbara Area office of the California Highway Patrol, it is my
distinct honor to nominate Officer Steven Geraurd to receive the 2010 H. Thomas Guerry
Award for Superior Performance.
Nominated by:

Jeff Sgobba

Title:

Captain, Area Commander

. Date:

April 18, 2011

